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JOHN SANDERSON
Published on August 9, 2015 by Kory Jean Kingsley

John Sanderson, born 1983 in New York City, is a self taught photographer. Drawn to the topographically

broad subject matter of the United States, his images establish a counterpoint between the documentary

and poetic. Exploring the landscape in order to illustrate historic and contemporary motifs, Sanderson

reveals a condensed history of the rapidly suburbanized and deindustrialized social geography unique to

the United States. Drawn to the the unexpected irony, humor, and ephemeral historical qualities that are

distinctly American, his work is a synthesis of people and places, rich in their ability to evince collective

values and shared history. In 2013, Sanderson was a recipient of the Center for Railroad Photography &

Art’s docent scholarship program.  Sanderson’s Railroad Landscapes are currently the subject of a solo

exhibition at the New York Transit Museum through 2015. Today we share John’s series American

Traditions.

American Tradi t ionsAmerican  Tradi t ions

“Picturing America is to unfurl a tapestry of exceptionalism — not the deifying “City upon the Hill”

exceptionalism, but a genuine, vestigial kind. As highways began replacing railroad lines in the 1950s, a

restructuring of physical and social space began, suburbs rose and cities suffered. What remains is an

illustrative tracery, rich in its ability to evince collective values and shared history. I set out to form a

counterpoint between two picture types. The first is a document of place, a description of subject

interpreted through weather and light. The second are environmental portraits, where a connection

between subject and environment render an internal dialogue. I strive for a balance between my own

emotional attachment to an image and its relation to America’s story.”

To view more of John’s work please visit his website.
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Am y Elk insAm y Elk ins

Photographer / Co-founder and

Co-Curator of Women in

Photography

Women in Photography

Los Angeles, California

Aint–Bad No. 13 Call For Entry is officially open! We are teaming up

with a new group of guest curators and editors from all over to

collaborate on a publication that seeks the best contemporary

photography being made today! Learn more about each of these

talented curators and submit today! 

Am y Elk insAm y Elk ins is a photographer and the co-founder/co-curator of the

website Women In Photography. Her work has been exhibited and

published nationally and internationally including The High

Museum in Atlanta, GA; Kunsthalle Wien in Vienna, Austria; and The

North Carolina Museum of Art among others.

See More!

Be the first of your friends to like this

Aint-Bad
13,969 likes

Like Page Shop Now

CATEGORIES

Article

Book Review

Call For Entry

Work With Us!

Essay

Events

From Here On

Interview

Magazine

Staff Picks

The American South

Updates

ARCHIVE

December 2017

November 2017

October 2017

September 2017

August 2017

July 2017

June 2017

May 2017

April 2017

March 2017

February 2017

January 2017

BOOKS

Meg Griffiths

Zora J. Murff

Tommy Kha

Mark Dorf

Rylan Steele

Zoë Ligon

Rachel Cox

Ciara Duffy

Anthony Gerace

Kyler Zeleny

Sinziana Velicescu

MAGAZINE

Store

Contact

Submit

Sponsors

Vendors

SOCIAL

Facebook

Tumblr

Instagram

Twitter

Subscribe

CREDITS

2018 © Aint–Bad All featured

Photographs belong to

respective artists. Questions?

Email Us 

Like 13K

▲

Aint-Bad | P.O. Box 945, Savannah, Ga 31402 | info@aint-bad.com

!
G

E
T

 L
O

S
T

Search

!

"

!

0
SHARES

SUBMIT WORK WITH US!

Subscribe Now

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuWLB0Ahu0qz9sZ-Icn7X9wpLpELom5UYHJHW4gUr4xQlY2tzikGdr6t5hJJ621endSnoAVoU0WRkwI8j4HoDJ-MhDSjkYQ3rkzWb1u36CcQKFUz3O9WpKTyLxIZ4D4-Eb844WpClFEmtd0sDUSnJ6yykmVBREyRYhAE7eARN-wk704WrEIv-QqsnqAiF8PuNJxA-4pa9BfXTkBTaQRp_erkW_aizvFSJhZ01ukI2T5X_dMDO13ROFn9mWUY3N8&sai=AMfl-YR0YbaNTdG05ptF3Lt7kDFMsIPyW1XamSSfCGqPDbEqKurQidpYT5hfQpMrVeYV-TGkWP-lymwfCbmGmzrv6_1caurAQBdlxdpCZJU0yg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDdjyDH44KAy&adurl=https://www.aint-bad.com/2017&nm=2
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/magazines/membership/
http://nectarads.com/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/01/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2015/12/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/11/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/10/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/09/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/08/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/07/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/06/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/05/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/04/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/03/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/02/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/magazines/membership/
http://www.booooooom.com/
http://lenscratch.com/
http://www.magentafoundation.org/
http://www.artbook.com/dap.html
http://www.indiephotobooklibrary.org/
http://bigredandshiny.org/
http://mamama.tictail.com/
http://www.ilovethatphoto.net/
https://www.spenational.org/
http://momaps1.org/
https://www.antennebooks.com/
http://www.nolayout.com/
http://mosslessmagazine.com/
http://oneonethousand.org/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/entry/4981/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/entry/4918/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/entry/4915/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/entry/4914/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/entry/4877/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/entry/4740/
https://www.facebook.com/aintbad
https://www.aint-bad.com/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/magazines/membership/
https://www.aint-bad.com/cart/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product-category/books/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product-category/magazines/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/article/
https://www.aint-bad.com/shop/
https://www.aint-bad.com/calls-for-entry/
https://www.aint-bad.com/about/
https://www.aint-bad.com/article/2015/08/08/aaron-canipe-2/
https://www.aint-bad.com/article/2015/08/10/daniel-dorsa-2/
https://www.aint-bad.com/article/2015/08/09/john-sanderson-2/
https://www.aint-bad.com/author/kory/
http://www.john-sanderson.com/photography/untitled-americans-landscape/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/article/
https://www.aint-bad.com/tag/john-sanderson/
https://www.aint-bad.com/tag/new-york/
https://www.aint-bad.com/tag/new-york-city/
https://www.aint-bad.com/tag/united-states/
http://www.wipnyc.org/
https://www.aint-bad.com/call-for-entry
https://www.facebook.com/aintbad/
https://www.facebook.com/aintbad/
https://www.facebook.com/aintbad/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/article/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/book-review/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/call-for-entry/
https://www.aint-bad.com/opportunities/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/essay/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/events/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/from-here-on/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/interview/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/magazine/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/staff-picks/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/the-american-south/
https://www.aint-bad.com/category/updates/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/12/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/11/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/10/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/09/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/08/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/07/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/06/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/05/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/04/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/03/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/02/
https://www.aint-bad.com/2017/01/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/meg-griffiths/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/zora-j-murff/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/tommy-kha/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/mark-dorf/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/rylan-steele
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/zoe-ligon
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/rachel-cox
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/ciara-duffy
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/anthony-gerace/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/kyler-zeleny-found-polaroids/
https://www.aint-bad.com/product/books/sinziana-velicescu-on-the-periphery/
https://www.aint-bad.com/shop/
https://www.aint-bad.com/contact/
https://www.aint-bad.com/submit/
https://www.aint-bad.com/sponsors/
https://www.aint-bad.com/vendors/
http://www.fb.com/aintbad
http://www.aintbadmagazine.tumblr.com/
http://www.instagram.com/aintbad
http://www.twitter.com/aintbadmagazine
http://www.aint-bad.com/subscribe/
mailto:info@aint-bad.com
https://www.aint-bad.com/2016/
http://www.aint-bad.com/article/2015/08/09/john-sanderson-2/#
https://www.aint-bad.com/work/

